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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 4 / / 

2a) 53 This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qua#®35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213, 

Disposition of Claims^^ ^ jq 



1 ) IB Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



4) H Claim(s) MAG. 12-16. 18-25. 27-33. v 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) 



is/are pending in the applica 



6)^ Claim(s) |^3 J ff^/Oj / 2r~/£; ( B^^j C^J £$^3 



7) D Claim(s). 

8) D Claims 



is/are withdrawn from considers 

is/are allowed. 

_ is/are rejected. 
_ is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are dJU accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: aP approved b)Ddisapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b) □ Some* c) CNone of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) j^otice of References Cited (PT0^92) 4) Olnterview Summary (PTO-4 13) Paper No(s). 

2) Qtotice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) QNottce of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □rrfbrmation Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 6) ^Qther: £^ ^ )f&V^£\/J^ fl 
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1. Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-16, 18-25, and 27-33 remain, far 
examination. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 
35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this 
section made in this action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) 
of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-16, 18-25, and 27-33 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by Kracht (US 6,377,987 
Bl). 

4 . Per claim 8, Kracht taught a network (eg. , see 
Title) comprising: 

a) a nnanagement station (eg. , see ool. 1 (lines 35-49) ) 
configured to output a first oomnnand (eg., see ool. 7 (lines 
35-50) ) fron a plurality of oamands to a managed device to 
identify the managed device, vterein the management statical 
selectively outputs a second command (eg., see ool. 7 (line 56-et 
seq. ) ) from the plurality of commands to the managed device if 
the first carmand does not provide unique identification of the 
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managed device, the second aarrrand being different from the first 
carmand. 

5. Per claims 9 and 10 see col. 6 (line 47) for 3\MP and col. 7 
(line 17 "Internet") for TCP/IP acmrrnly used cn the Internet. 

6. Per claim 12 see col. 8 (lines 1-11) where "cannot" indicates 
a failure. 

7. Per claims 13 and 14, see col. 7 (line 35-et seq.) "MEB". 

8. Per the other claims not specifically mentioned, they too are 
rejected for the reasons outline above. 

9. Examiner makes this rare finding that the claims are directed 
to veil kncwn discovery methods for prcbing devices. That is, a 
first oarnrunicaticn protocol is used to ocrmunicate with the 
device, and if the device fails to respcnd, subsequent protocols 
are used until either the device responds or all known protocols 
have failed. This is very roach akin to asking a persoi for 
his/her name in ore language, if the person just stands there 
bewildered, asking in different languages or forms of 
camunicaticns may provide a result. 

10. The changed scope of the claims necessitated a new search. 

11. The applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of 
rejection. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL see MPEP 
706.07(a). The applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). The practice of 
automatically extending the shortened statutory period an 
additional month upon the filing of a timely first response to a 
final rejection has been discontinued by the Office. See 1021 
TMOG 35. 



-3 

Serial Number: 09/329,209 
Art Unit : 2142 



12. A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY 
ACTION IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH 
SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD 
WILL EXPIRE ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY 
EXTENSION FEE PURSUANT TO 37 CFR 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Robert B. 
Harrell whose telephone number is (703) 305-9692. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday thru Friday from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and on weekends from 6:00 am to 12 noon Eastern Standard Time. 

14. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mark Rinehart, can be 
reached on (703) 305-4815. The fax phone numbers for the Group 
are (703) 746-7238 for After-Final, (703) 746-7239 for Official 
Papers, and (703) 746-7240 for Non-Official and Draft papers. 

15. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 

ROBERT B. HARRELL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
GROUP 2142 
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